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Harvey Simpson/Cordele Dispatch
2007-08 WILCOX HIGH PATRIOTS: Kneeling are, from left, Nick Marshall, Keon Thomas, Rashad Martin, Willie Gibson, Alfonzo
Dennard, Antonio Marshall and Nate Moorhouse. Standing are, from left, assistant coach Stacey McDuffie, Chris Hargrove, Terrell
Denmark, Justin Wilcox, Lonnie Outlaw, Lorenzo Dennard, Kwamaine Outlaw, Joe James and head coach George Kennedy.

By HARVEY SIMPSON
Dispatch Sports Editor

ROCHELLE — Whether
it be football where the
school just completed its
most successful season ever
or boys basketball where it
is gunning for a third
straight 20-win season,
Wilcox High has a good
thing going.

“It’’s really been a two-
way street,” Patriot hoop
coach George Kennedy an-
swered when asked if he
thought the grid team’s re-
cent state runner-up finish
might rub off on his cur-
rent eighth-ranked cage
crew.

“I thought our success in
basketball last year (when
the team went 21-6) kind of
inspired this year’s football
team which by doing as well
as it did has inspired our
program.

“Of the 23 kids we have
playing basketball this year
at either the varsity or ju-
nior level, 19 of them played
football. Coach (Mark) Led-
ford (who heads ups the
grid squad) and I both en-
courage our kids to play as
many sports as they can
which really helps at a
school as small as ours.”

Due to the late finish in
football, Kennedy said the
progress in basketball has
been slowed somewhat.

“We’re not where I’d like
to be at this stage of the sea-
son, but we’re getting there.
When you’ve had more
game days than you’ve had
practice days, it makes
things a little rough.

“I enjoyed the football
season, though, and I’m en-
joying what we’ve done thus
far on the court. The kids
are really working hard as
they — and in particular
our six seniors — are deter-
mined to finish the season
on a positive note.”

With three starters and

seven other lettermen back
from a year ago, there’s
every reason in the world to
think the Patriots will wind
up having another banner
year.

“Our experience level is
definitely a plus,” Kennedy
admitted. “In fact, it would
be hard for a high school
team to be any more experi-
enced than we are as very
few teams have as much
playing time from top to
bottom as our group does.

“I just believe that play-
ing a lot of people as we do
year-in and year-out helps
more in the long run than
just trying to play 5-6 guys
all the time. This way, if
someone gets into foul trou-
ble his replacement is going
to be somebody who already
has logged a good bit of
playing time.”

When it comes to size,
which is what many ob-
servers think of first when
they mull the potential out-
look for a team, Wilcox isn’t
particularly blessed in the
height department.

Its tallest player may
only be 6-4 but thatwon’t
kept it from winning the
backboards battle most
nights.

“It’s only natural to pre-
fer a 6’5” guy over a six-foot-
er if both are fast and jump
well, but if you don’t have
them you make do with
what you do have and that’s
what we’re doing,” Kennedy
said. “Our shortest starter
may only be 5’10” but he
plays much bigger than
that.”

When it comes to scoring
points, the Patriots also
have proven to be very pro-
ficient in the early going.
Through their first seven
games, they were averaging
a whopping 83 points per
night.

“In order to satisfy
everybody, we really need to
be playing with about five

basketballs instead of one
as our guys have never seen
a shot they didn’t like,”
Kennedy said before laugh-
ing at that remark.

“Seriously, though, we
usually have 11-12 people
break into the scoring col-
umn in a game as we’ve
done a good job of shooting
both from the inside and
from the outside.

“We’ve got four guys cur-
rently averaging in double
figures and two more who
are only a point or two away
from doing the same. As
quick as we are, we’ve done
a good job on the fast break
as we’ve gotten better in

knowing when to finish it
up or when to pull the ball
back out for the pattern
stuff.

“We’ve gotten a lot of
points, too, off high percent-
age layups resulting from
steals we’ve made. There
are times, though, we tend
to get a little lazy on defense
after we’ve gotten a good
lead and that’s something
we’re going to work on.”

In holding down their
foes’ scoring, the Patriots
primarily employ a full-
court zone press or either a
half-court trap. On rare oc-
casions, they have gone to
man-for-man to prepare

themselves for the time they
might need such tactics.

“Our depth really helps
us stick to opponents with-
out tiring,” Kennedy said.
“We’re not just going to step
back and let you bring the
ball to us; we’re going to go
and try to get it from you.”

There is one area
Kennedy says his team al-
ways has room for improve-
ment in — a reduction in

turnovers.
“I never like to see us get

possession of the basketball
and then give it back up be-
fore getting off a shot,” he
stressed. “When you shoot,
it might go in even if it was
a prayer you put up. If you
turn it over, though, you’re
not going to get anything
out of it.”

Please see PATRIOTS on page 6

Patriots anxious to
continue school’s
winning tradition
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By HARVEY SIMPSON
Dispatch Sports Editor

CORDELE — While
Crisp Academy’s youthful
Lady Wildcats have been
having a fairly good season
to date, there’s no question
the best is yet to come. If
not this year, then for the
next 2-3 at least.

“I hate to keep harping
on it, but we still really are
a very young ball club,” vet-
eran head coach Cliff
Ranew said. “Of the 13 play-
ers we dress out, nine of
them are eighth or ninth
graders and only one is a se-
nior.”

In addition to being
young, Crisp also is small
with just two players stand-
ing 5’9” or better. Rebound-
ing therefore is proving to
be somewhat of a problem
as in order to be truly com-
petitive a team needs to at
least be able to hold its own
on the boards.

Despite all its youth,
Crisp owned an 8-6 report
card 14 games into the sea-
son thanks in large part to
the fact that three regulars
return from last year’s 14-18
squad that finished third in
the region and made it to
the state quarterfinals.

Another plus is that the
Lady Wildcats have made
good use of their improved
speed, quickness and agility
through the running and
strength training drills
Ranew implemented in the
off-season.

“That’s the type game we
have to play in order to win
as I don’t think we can walk
the ball up and down the
floor and play well in half-
court situations against the
real good ball clubs,” Ranew
said.

“We’re slowly trying to
build our bench by trying to
get as many people into as
many games as we can so
that maybe by the end of
the season we can go 9-10
players deep without a big
drop-off in play.”

Ranew normally chooses
his starters from a group
that includes Brittany
Brewer (5-0, fresh.) and Lib-
bi Collins (5-5, fresh.) at
guards, Abbe Jolly (5-6,
fresh.)., Ashley Athon (5-6,
fresh.) and Brandi Brewer
(5-6, jr.) and Hannah Dotson
(5-7, soph.) on the wings and
Hannah Bass (5-9, sr.) and
Laura Leigh Carter (5-10,
soph.) on the baseline.

Eighth graders Kristen
Green (5-5) and Joiner Ivey
(5-6) have come off bench

Present, future
look bright for
Lady Wildcats

and played well. Paige Jack-
son (5-5, 8th grader) , Katie
Fitzgibbons (5-7) and Tomijo
Sizemore (5-5, 8th grader)
have begun to get more
playing time as well.

“We took these girls to
summer camp at Florida
State a couple of times and
did real well even going un-
defeated against some pub-
lic school teams the last
week we were there.

“The kids enjoyed that
kind of experience and it
helped a lot not only in the
area of physical improve-
ment but also in building a
little more confidence both
individually and as a team.”

Still, Ranew says fans
can expect to see the Lady
Wildcats struggle at times
on both ends of the floor.

“Offensively, we’re not a
very good perimeter club
right now but we are show-
ing some improvement
there. The bulk of our
points, though, are going to
have to come either from in-
side or by outrunning oppo-
nents down the floor.

“Defensively, we’re try-
ing to mix it up and show
several different looks but
because of our youth and
inexperience we’re still
making mistakes and get-

ting confused over floor as-
signments.

“You don’t pick up some
of the stuff we’re doing real
quickly, though, as it takes
time, a lot of repetition and
game experience before you
can get things down pat.

“The kids are, however,
playing and working hard
and are showing a lot of en-
thusiasm. They want to
learn and are trying to get
better every day. In the long
run, that type attitude will
pay off for us.

“For now, all we can do is
keep working at it in hopes
that sooner or later things
will start going our way a

little more often.”
As far as this year’s re-

gion title picture is con-
cerned, Ranew said peren-
nial power Terrell and a sol-
id Randolph Southern team
appear to be a cut above
most schools.

“Fullington and West-
wood also look good, but
we’re not counting our-
selves out either although
we might be playing for a
top four seed instead of a
championship.

“Right now, we’re really
not dwelling on winning it
all; we just want to continue
to get better as the season
progresses.”

Date  Opponent              Site
1-15 Westwood Camilla, 6:30
1-18 Terrell Dawson, 6:30
1-19 Westfield Cordele, 4:30
1-22 Ga. Christian Cordele, 6:30
1-25 Byne Cordele, 6:30
1-26 Tiftarea Cordele, 6:30
1-29 Fullington Pinehurst, 6:30
2-1 Terrell Cordele, 6:30
2-2 Monroe Forsyth, 2 p.m.
2-5 Westwood Cordele, 6:30
2-8 Ga. Christian Dasher, 6:30
2-9 Windsor Cordele. 3:30

Crisp Academy Schedule

Oeggy Crenshaw/Dispatch Correspondent
2007-08 CRISP ACADEMY LADY WILDCATS: Pictured are, from left, Joiner Ivey, Libbi Collins, Hannah Dotson, Paige Jackson,
Hannah Bass, Abbe Jolly, Brittany Brewer, Laura Leigh Carter, Brandi Brewer, Ashley Athon, Katie Fitzgibbons and Kristen Greene.
Not pictured are head coach Cliff Ranew and manager Sara Crenshaw.






